
              TINY TALES                               
TRINITY CHURCH DAY SCHOOL                            MARCH, 2017 

     “I am going to try to pay attention to the spring. I am going to look around at all the flowers, and        
                     look up at the hectic trees. I am going to close my eyes and listen.”  
                                                                                                    –Anne Lamott 

FROM THE DIRECTORS DESK: 

12400 Manor Road  Glen Arm, MD  21057         office@trinitychurchdayschool.com            410-592-7423 

Dear TCDS Families, 
 
 Although it has been so warm outside, spring has still not technically sprung.  
March brings spring, daylight savings, and the promise of longer hours of sunshine to 
enjoy. We will celebrate the birth of Dr. Seuss (March 2) as well as St. Patrick’s Day 
this month. I wonder if the leprechaun will visit our school this year? 

 We are all anticipating the spring fundraiser, which will 
take place this Friday night at Columbus Gardens. A huge 
THANK YOU to Christine & Brian Gosnell, Lindsay & Tom  
Cunningham, Jen Collins, Michelle Semian, Ms. Laura, and all of 
the other parents  
(too many to mention by name) for working so hard to get the many wonderful  
donations we have received for the silent auction. Many thanks to the volunteers who 
have helped the chairwomen along the way and who plan to volunteer their time on  
Friday night. We could not pull off such an amazing event without each and every one of 
you. Your dedication is very much appreciated! 

          We are now accepting applications for our summer program which will take place during the month of 
June. Each week will have a different focus this summer. We will study safari animals, the ocean, science 
and technology, and nutrition and cooking. Pick your favorite or come to them all. Our teachers are already  
ordering materials and brainstorming ideas for each week. Group discussions, story time, hands-on science 
activities, singing, movement, bible stories, and outdoor activities will be incorporated into the program day. 
Our summer program is open to the community for children ages 3 through 6. Please pass the word to your 
friends and neighbors. Check our website for an application and a savings coupon. Don’t miss out on the 
chance to provide your child a wonderful summer learning opportunity.  

Our Read-To-Me reading incentive program begins Wednesday, March 1. You should have received 
your packet of information about the reading program early this week. I am confident that the children will   
enjoy reading at home and at school in order to reach their class 
goal. Each child created his/her very own bookmark at the         
beginning of the program and will receive a gift book at the end of 
April. At the end of the program, every class will also enjoy a    
special ice cream treat. If you have not yet received information 
about this program, please speak to your child’s teacher. 

 Enrollment Agreements have been distributed for the   
2017-2018 school year.  Please return the blue copy to the school 
office by April 1, 2017 to ensure your child’s class placement.  
While the cut-off date is September 1 for enrollment in our drop-off programs, we will accept children who will 
turn two by December 31, 2017 in our “Two and You” program.                                                 
            CONTINUED... 



 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK continued: 

 
 
It seems it’s a little-known fact that we offer a Kindergarten   

program here at Trinity. We have a certificate of approval through the 
Maryland State Department of Education and a full curriculum for use 
with students who turn five before September 1, 2017. Although we 
haven’t been able to offer this class for the past few years, we would 
love to open a class in the near future. If you or anyone you know is 
interested in a Kindergarten program here at TCDS, please contact me 
in the office and we can talk more. 

I’m sure I don’t need to tell you that cold and flu season is still in 
full swing. One just needs to turn on the news to see that the flu vac-
cine hasn’t been very effective this year and that flu diagnoses are on the rise. If your child isn’t feeling well, 
please take them to the doctor to determine what they may have come down with. It’s better to be safe than 
sorry when it comes to illness. Our entire school community appreciates your caution and consideration in 
regards to this matter. Also, please remember to call the office when your child is going to be out of school 
due to illness. This helps us to keep track of what is going around in our school. 

Lastly, we will welcome Grandparents and Grandfriends on March 8th and 9th.  Our visitors will be 
able to spend some time in the classroom with their little angels and see what goes on here during the day.  
The visitors of our three and four year old programs will even get to be a part of our weekly chapel.            
Invitations were sent home a few weeks ago.  Please return the RSVP slips so we have an idea of how many 
visitors to expect.  Also, please advise if any special accommodations are required.   

I hope that March comes in like a lamb and goes out like a lamb as well! Although I like a good    
snowstorm, I am absolutely ready for the fresh, warm air, sunshine, and flowers that spring has to offer. Get 
outside and enjoy this time as often as you can! 

  Take Care, 
    Chrissy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Playground Rules 
 
    We have a lovely area for playing.  We want the children to play and enjoy the structures; however, if the playground rules          
                     are not followed, playground privileges will be taken away.  This applies before, during, and after school. 
 

1.  When using the swings, you must sit down on the seat.  NO STANDING OR LAYING DOWN ON THE SWING SEATS. 
2.  The sliding boards are to be used for sliding down.  DO NOT CLIMB UP THE SLIDING BOARDS. ONE child at a time! 
3.  The playground area does not include the steps, front lawn, or the parking lot. 
4.  Sand, sticks, stones, etc. are to be left on the ground. 
5.  No hitting, shoving, or pushing. 
6.  The large slide at the top of the playground is reserved for children in the four-year-old classes. 

 
PLEASE SUPERVISE YOUR CHILDREN WHILE THEY ARE ON THE PLAYGROUND BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL. 

We ask for your cooperation to ensure your child’s safety. 
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              Don’t forget ... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    SUNDAY,  MARCH 12, 2017 



FROM OUR RECTOR: 

 
 
 
 When I was a child, each Lent I was given a small cardboard box 

with a slit in the top, a “mite box.” I came to learn that the name came 

from a gospel story. Jesus was observing people putting money in the poor 

box at the temple. A rich man put in lots of coins, and a poor widow put in 

two mites, that is, two small coins. Jesus commented to his  disciples that 

the woman had given far more than the man had since she had given all 

that she had. As a child, I was  encouraged to put my few coins into the 

box in the weeks leading up to Easter, coins that I might have saved from 

my allowance, or money I would have spent on ice cream or candy. On 

Easter Day all the children would place their mite boxes in a hollow 

wooden cross that we decorated with spring flowers. The money went to 

help poor children, sometimes in Africa or Asia, and sometimes in the 

United States. 

 We at Trinity have decided to observe a similar practice this Lent by collecting coins during the weeks before 

Easter in specially marked containers located throughout the school and church buildings. This year we will collect our 

coins for St. Etienne’s School in Haiti. The school will use the funds we supply for books, uniforms, scholarships or 

lunches, wherever there is the greatest need. 

 Encourage your children to “give up” some special treat during Lent and to give that money to help less        

fortunate children in Haiti. Encourage them to gather loose change, and offer them the loose change in your pockets to 

put in the St. Etienne’s jars at Trinity. By doing this you will teach your children the importance of even the smallest gift 

when it is given to help others. 

Blessings 

Fran+ 

             EXTENDED DAY NEWS: 
 

  It is hard to believe March is already here!  February’s crazy weather has passed 

   in a flash and Spring’s flowers are right around the corner. 

 

  March presents another busy month in Extended Day.  Come join us for exciting  

  activities and plenty of green crafts.  Our St. Patrick’s Day Celebration will be on  

           Friday, March 17th. 

 

  Sign up today...Don’t miss out on the fun!! 

 

                Mrs. Vicky, Ms. Mindy and Ms. Olivia 
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Easter Chapel – Friday, April 7, 2017 

Ms. Laurie’s and Ms. Jamie’s classes arrive 9:15; Chapel at 9:30 

Ms. Debbie’s, Ms.Marcie’s and Ms. Nicole’s classes arrive 10:15; Chapel at 10:30 

 

Two year olds are welcome to attend either service with their families.   

Dismissal is immediately following chapel service.  There is NO EXTENDED DAY on April 7, 2017. 

MUSIC NOTES 

 What is going on with that famous ground hog? What happened to the snow he 

predicted? In music and movement classes, we’ve been dancing and singing songs 

about imaginary snow! We’ve learned songs about Ground Hog’s Day, Valentine’s 

Day, and the 4’s sang about President’s Day. The 3’s and 4’s are also preparing songs 

for our Easter Chapel (see schedule below) and for our spring musical…          

”Trinity’s Musical Calendar”. Look for more details about the musical next month. 

The 2’s classes have learned to sing and sign the hymn, “Loving One Another”, and 

they participated in follow the direction action songs such as ”Snowkey Pokey”, “Head, 

Shoulders, Knees, Toes” and “Peter Hammers”. 

 Our Wednesday Chapel songs have been about love: “Loving One Another” led 

by the 3’s; “Praise God” and “Jesus Loves the Little Children” sung by all the children. 

 March will also be a very busy time in the music classroom as we learn new 

songs about St. Patrick’s Day, rainbows (colors), and Easter. We are looking forward to 

sharing songs and dances with our grandparents and “grand friends” on March 8 or 9. 

 Reminder: Please have your children dress appropriately for movement class on Fridays. It is difficult, or      

impossible, for children to dance and participate when they are wearing boots, jewelry, large hair bows/ribbons, and 

long dresses or shirts with capes. Thanks for your help with this. 

Musically,                                                                                                                                                                           

Ms. Sue 

♫ Fun Facts: 

Did you know music…                                        

Causes the mind to focus and the body to relax?

Teaches patterning, rhythm, and rhyme?        

Teaches phrasing and sequencing?                           

Is fun??? 

https://musiceducationworks.wordpress.com/ 
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  HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES to 

   our Trinity friends celebrating in March: 
 

  DR. SEUSS, Alexandra Cox, John Hicks,  

  Mrs. Debbie Young, Grant Gosnell,  

  Hannah Sauerwald, Blake Gosnell,  

  Owen Gosnell, Quinn McClure,  

  Mrs. Vicky Presley and Lila Will 



PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS 

 
The Bull & Oyster Roast is HERE!!!! I hope to see everyone at Columbus Gardens on Friday, March 3! 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has been working tirelessly to make sure the Bull Roast is a success.   

Many, many thanks to the co-chairs, Christine & Brian Gosnell and Lindsay & Tom Cunningham, for organizing eve-

rything, Laura and Chrissy for supporting the Parents’ Club in whatever way they were needed, Jennifer Runde 

for the decorations, and all of the parent volunteers who solicited donations and helped organize the auctions!   

 

Look for SilverGraphics order forms this month!  Your child creates an original artwork with his/her 

teacher that can be placed on mugs, mouse pads, note cards, magnets, and other products.  The order forms will 

be distributed toward the end of March, with orders due prior to spring break and arriving in time for Mother’s 

Day. 

 

The Parents’ Club is looking for officers for next school year!!!! Please consider being the President,   

Vice-President or Treasurer! Please see or email Jen Collins if you want to know what is involved for either of 

these positions.  The Parents’ Club also needs individuals to chair the Fall Fundraiser (i.e. Joe Corbi), Scholastic 

Book Fair, BoxTops, and Fall Harvest Party next school year. Many of the parents who chaired these events this 

past year are “graduating” in May.  Please consider supporting your Trinity Angel by becoming involved in the  

Parents’ Club by either being an officer or chairing a fundraiser.  Your help is always appreciated and is very 

much in need. 

 

Upcoming events:  

Bull & Oyster Roast Friday, March 3, 2017 – 7pm-11pm 

Silver Graphics: Orders due prior to Spring Break! 

Restaurant Night: April/May…date and place to be determined. 

Don’t forget to send in your BoxTops.  This program runs all year long and is an easy way to contribute to 

TCDS.  Donation boxes are in the lobby. 

  

See you at the Bull & Oyster Roast!  Happy Spring!!!! 

 

Jen Collins, Parents’ Club President 

jen.ch.collins@gmail.com or 410-274-6457 

Jody Dengler, Parents’ Club Vice President 

Michelle Semian, Parents’ Club Treasurer  

The BoxTops Coordinator, Elizabeth McCarthy, would like to 

thank everyone that contributed to our collection this year.  We 

are pleased to report that we earned $116.00 this submission.  

There will be another one before the school year so ... 

 KEEP COLLECTING!                                                             Every BoxTop is worth 

                                          10¢ 

mailto:jen.ch.collins@gmail.com
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Let’s go Outdoors!!! 
                           By: Nicole Kase 

 

  
 
 
 Most people will agree that play is truly an essential part of a 
child’s growth and development.  There are many different skills that  

develop within a child during play.  They develop physically, cognitively, emotionally, and socially all 
by playing with other children on the playground!  
 Outdoor play time should be a fun part of a child’s day that will facilitate the physical           
development of each child.  Since all children are different sizes and have different abilities, the area 
in which they play needs to accommodate those differences.  Children 6 months to 18 months 
should be in an area that will allow them to move around and explore by crawling, walking, and/or 
standing.  Children from ages 2 to 4 should be playing in an area that includes small steps for them 
to climb up and down (with platforms and railings to help if they should need it); low tables for sand, 
water or manipulatives; slides to go down; and areas for children to crawl safely.  School-age      
children are going to need a totally different play area than younger children.  They are bigger so 
they should be able to climb, hang on monkey bars, go down larger slides, and have open spaces in 
which to run and play ball.   
 Playing outdoors provides a great opportunity for a child to play by themselves or interact 
with other children.  Children benefit socially from playing outside no matter their age.  Social skills 
develop when children are talking with one another, cooperating with one another, and working on 
sharing (one child going down the slide at a time). Children also learn problem-solving skills during 
this time.     
 When you are taking your child to a playground or outdoor play area, there are some things 
you should evaluate prior to letting your child play.  Take a look around and ask yourself… Is this 
area safe?  Is it stimulating?  Are there different colors, scents, and sounds?  Are those too          
distracting for my child?  Are there a variety of things for my child to do?  Is it accessible for my 
child?  Is it challenging for my child?   
 There are also many different things that you can do with your child outdoors at home so you 
do not always need to go to a playground.  You can play with bubbles and create a bubble chase; 
play freeze tag, play Red Rover, Mother May I, and Duck Duck Goose; and take things outdoors to 
complete a craft.  The possibilities are endless! 
 When people think of outdoor play, they mostly think about the development of gross motor 
and physical skills.  But it really is so much more than that for each child. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference: “Taking Learning Outside” Professional Development Workshop 


