TINY TALES
TRINITY CHURCH DAY SCHOOL

MARCH, 2018

FROM THE DIRECTORS DESK:
Dear TCDS Families,
March is one of my favorite months of the year. It brings spring, daylight savings, and the
promise of longer hours of sunshine to enjoy. We will celebrate the birth of Dr. Seuss (March 2) as
well as St. Patrick’s Day this month. I wonder if the leprechaun will visit our school this year?
We are all anticipating the spring fundraiser, which will take place Friday, March 23 at
Columbus Gardens. A huge THANK YOU to Brian & Christine Gosnell, Kristen
Gordon, Jen Collins, Cari Suarez-Santiago, Kristen Deford and all of the room
parents for working so hard to get the many wonderful donations we have received for the silent auction. Many thanks as well to the volunteers who have
helped the chairs along the way and who plan to volunteer their time at the
event. We could not pull off such an amazing event without each and every one
of you. Your dedication is very much appreciated!
We are now accepting applications for our summer
program which will take place during the month of June. Each
week will have a different focus. We will study outer space,
safari animals, science and technology, and nutrition and cooking. Pick your favorite or come to them all. Our teachers are already ordering materials and brainstorming ideas for each week. Group discussions, story time, hands-on science
activities, singing, movement, bible stories, and outdoor activities will be incorporated into the program day. Our summer program is open to the community for
children ages 3 through 6. Please pass the word to your friends and neighbors. Check our website
for an application and a savings coupon. Don’t miss out on the chance to provide your child with a
wonderful summer learning opportunity.
Our Read-To-Me reading incentive program begins Thursday, March 1. You should
have received your packet of information about the reading program earlier this week. I am
confident that the children will enjoy reading at home and at school in order to reach their class goal.
Each child created his/her very own bookmark at the beginning of the program and will receive a gift
book at the end of April. If you have not yet received information about this program, please speak
to your child’s teacher.
Enrollment Agreements have been distributed for the 2018-2019 school year. Please return
the blue copy to the school office by April 1, 2018 to ensure your child’s class placement. While the
cut-off date is September 1 for enrollment in our drop-off programs, we will accept children who will
turn two by December 31, 2018 in our “Two and You” program.
With warmer weather comes more opportunities to
play on the playground. The children are expected to follow
the playground rules listed on the wall outside at all times
during the school day, even after pick-up. Please help us by
supervising the children closely as they play and ensuring
that they are being safe.
Continued...
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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK continued:
The large slide at the top of the playground is reserved for the children in the pre-K classes only and
the 2-year-old playground is only for children in those classes. We appreciate your help with this!
March has come in like a ferocious lion but I truly hope it goes out like a lamb! Although I like
a good snowstorm, I am absolutely ready for the fresh, warm air, sunshine, and flowers that spring
has to offer. Get outside and enjoy this time as often as you can!
Take Care,
Chrissy

We love sharing out library books with our
little angels. Unfortunately, many books forget
to come back so others can borrow them.
Please check to see if you have any outstanding
library books at home and, if you do, please
send them in! If you have any questions, please
ask Mrs. Kira on Monday or Tuesday.
Thank you!

Don’t forget ...

SUNDAY,

REMINDER

PLAYGROUND RULES

MARCH 11, 2018

REMINDER

We have a lovely area for playing. We want the children to play and enjoy the structures; however, if the playground rules are not
followed, playground privileges will be taken away. This applies before, during, and after school.
1. When using the swings, you must sit down on the seat. NO STANDING OR LAYING DOWN ON THE SWING
SEATS.
2. The sliding boards are to be used for sliding down. DO NOT CLIMB UP THE SLIDING BOARDS.
ONE child at a time!
3. The playground area does not include the steps, front lawn, or the parking lot.
4. Sand, sticks, stones, etc. are to be left on the ground.
5. No hitting, shoving, or pushing.
6. The large slide at the top of the playground is reserved for children in the four-year-old classes.

PLEASE SUPERVISE YOUR CHILDREN WHILE THEY ARE ON THE PLAYGROUND BEFORE
AND AFTER SCHOOL.
We ask for your cooperation to ensure your child’s safety.
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FROM OUR RECTOR:
Dear Friends,

HOLY WEEK & EASTER
The Sunday of the Passion:
Palm Sunday, March 25

What a crazy February! As I write this, the outside
temperature is 80 degrees! It feels more like March than
February. Looks like Punxsutawney Phil’s official
prediction was wrong, although how he saw his shadow on
the bright sunny Feb. 2 this year is a mystery.
As spring-like as it seems today, I know more icky
weather will come before true spring arrives. It may even
snow again before Easter, as hard as that is to believe. But
spring will come and Easter will be here before we know it.
Our children have set aside the “Alleluias” during weekly
chapel, or at least they try. The church traditionally omits
“Alleluia” during Lent (the time between Ash Wednesday
and Easter), that way, when we proclaim our joy in the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus on Easter morning the word
will have more power.
Our difficulty omitting “Alleluia” in chapel reminds me
of how hard it is to keep any season in our culture today.
Christmas decorations arrive in the stores immediately
after Halloween. Easter candy was out before Lent even
began this year. Nevertheless, if we intend to raise our
children with the faith and strength to stand against
temptation, if we want to teach our children not to do
something “because everyone else is doing it”, we need to
begin that process while they are very young. I believe it is
worth the effort to hold off on saying “Alleluia” until Easter
and saving the Easter baskets for Easter morning.
Blessings,
Fran+

8 & 10 am The Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist
10 am Mystery Walk—
Children’s Stations of the Cross
Monday in Holy Week, March 26
6:30 pm Stations of the Cross
Maundy Thursday, March 29
7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Liturgy with Eucharist
Stripping of the altar
Good Friday, March 30
Community Observances:
Visit to Glen Meadows – time TBA
Midday Worship, Trinity – noon,
Evening Cross Walk – 6 pm,
Senior Center, Jacksonville
Easter Day, April 1
7 am Sunrise Service, First Eucharist of Easter,
outside altar area
10 am Festival Holy Eucharist
11:30 am Easter Egg Hunt

Community Day—Saturday May 5
Last year we had a great time hosting a
Community Day instead of our old
Country Fair. We had so much fun, we are
doing it again. We will have pulled pork,
hamburgers, hot dogs and sides to eat,
hanging baskets for sale, and a Day School
Open House. Of course there will be a
bounce house and fun for the children. We
anticipate having vendors (day school
parents) and our traditional bake sale table. Mark your calendar for May 5 so you
don’t miss the fun!

If anyone is interested
in being a vendor at our
Community Day, please
see Chrissy in the office.

MUSIC NOTES
We had a great time sharing songs and dances with our grandparents and “grand
friends” on February 28 or March 1. Thank you everyone for coming!
In music and movement classes, we’ve been dancing and singing songs about
imaginary snow! We’ve learned songs about Ground Hog’s Day, Valentine’s
Day, and the 4’s sang about President’s Day. The 3’s and 4’s are also preparing
songs for our Easter Chapel (see schedule below) and for our spring musical ...
…”Giggle, Wiggle, Sing”. Look for more details about the musical next month.
The 2’s classes have learned to sing and sign the hymn, “Loving One Another”,
and they participated in follow the direction action songs such as ”Looby Loo”
and “Three Monkeys” and used rhythm instruments for a freeze march game.
Our Wednesday Chapel songs have been about love: “Loving One Another” led
by the 3’s; “We Love” led by Ms. Jamie’s 4’s.
March will also be a very busy time in the music classroom as we learn new
songs about St. Patrick’s Day, rainbows (colors), and Easter.
Musically,
Ms. Sue

Easter Chapel – Friday, March 23, 2018
Ms. Laurie’s, Ms. Marcie’s and Ms. Jamie’s classes arrive 9:15; Chapel at 9:30
Ms. Debbie’s, and Ms. Nicole’s classes arrive 10:15; Chapel at 10:30
Two year olds are welcome to attend either service with their families.
Dismissal is immediately following chapel service.
There is NO EXTENDED DAY on March 23, 2018.

♫ Fun Facts:
Did you know music…
Improves focus and impulse management?
Teaches patterning, rhythm, and rhyme?
Teaches phrasing and sequencing?
Is fun???

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES to
our Trinity friends celebrating in March:

DR. SEUSS, Ellie Rockwell, John Hicks,
MRS. DEBBIE YOUNG, Grant Gosnell,
Hannah Sauerwald, Adeline Ali,
Quinn McClure, MRS. VICKY PRESLEY,
and Grayson Schueler.

https://musiceducationworks.wordpress.com/
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EXTENDED DAY NEWS:
It is hard to believe March is already here! February’s crazy weather has passed
in a flash and Spring’s flowers are right around the corner.
March presents another busy month in Extended Day. Come join us for exciting
activities and plenty of green crafts. Our St. Patrick’s Day Celebration will be on
Friday, March 16th.
Sign up today...Don’t miss out on the fun!!
Mrs. Vicky, Ms. Mindy and Ms. Olivia

Hey!

Let’s go to the movies!
Friday
March 16,
6:30 pm

Bring your parents and pillows. Wear your
jammies if you’d like! Includes popcorn and drinks. ...and it’s still free.

Trinity Long Green Parish Hall

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS
The Bull & Oyster Roast is this MONTH!!!! I hope to see everyone at Columbus Gardens on Friday,
March 23 from 7-11pm. This year’s theme is CARNIVAL!!! Tickets are $50 per person and include
buffet dinner, full open bar, DJ, silent auction, Chinese auction, 50/50 raffles, door prizes,
wheels, and more! Reserved seating for tables of 10 only, so gather friends and family to create
your tables!! Tickets are on sale in the office! The last day to buy tickets is Friday, March 16.
The Bull & Oyster Roast is the Parents’ Club biggest fundraiser and is always a great evening with
friends and family! All money raised from this event directly supports our Trinity Angels. Please
consider donating your time and talents during the event to help run the raffles, auctions, and
wheels! Look for sign-up sheets on the Parents’ Club bulletin board in the next few weeks.
Thanks in advance for your help!
Our SilverGraphics fundraiser will take place directly after Spring Break. Our Angels’ artwork
can be placed on mugs, mousepads, notecards, magnets, and many other products. Check out the
samples in the school lobby (coming soon). Order forms will be distributed the week we return
from break and paper forms will be due by Wednesday, April 11 and online orders will be due by
Monday, April 16. Products will be delivered in time for Mother’s Day!
Upcoming Events:

· Bull & Oyster Roast: Friday, March 23, 7pm-11pm
· SilverGraphics Fundraiser: Paper orders due 4/11;
Online orders due 4/16
· Restaurant Night: Late April/Early May; Place to be
determined

SEE YOU AT THE BULL & OYSTER ROAST! HAPPY SPRING!
Jen Collins, Parents’ Club President
Jen.ch.collins@gmail.com
Jennifer Runde, Parents’ Club Vice President
Cari Santiago, Parents’ Club Treasurer

The BoxTops Coordinator, Amy Occorso, would like to thank
everyone that contributed to our collection this year. We are
pleased to report that we earned $157.60 this submission.
There will be another one before the school year so ...

KEEP COLLECTING!

Every BoxTop is worth

10¢

Benefits of Apps in the Classroom
By: Nicole Kase

Technology has become a part of our everyday lives. Whether using an
iPad, a computer, or a smartphone, children are able to access different
apps with a simple touch of their finger. Not only are apps fun for the children to play with but they can be educational as well. There are many benefits to using educational apps in the classroom.
Being able to reach students through different learning styles, as
well as other specific needs, is a huge reason for teachers to incorporate
technology in their lessons. Using different apps on an interactive whiteboard helps teachers address
these different learning styles. When using the interactive whiteboard, the students are able to get up
and move around the carpet instead of just sitting and listening; these activities meet the needs of kinesthetic learners. When reviewing letters and working with an alphabet app, it is great for visual learners to see the letter and match the picture with the initial sound. These apps are also great for auditory
learners since the app reads the letters and sounds aloud. Some apps are also designed to meet other
special needs in the classroom. There is an app out there called Dragon Dictation, which is a great
speech-to-text app to help students that struggle with spelling, writing, forming words/sentences. Students succeed because they are able to get their thoughts from their head to their paper without frustration.
Another benefit to using apps in the classroom is they will motivate and engage students’ interest in
the topic at hand. Instead of a teacher just talking with the students about something, they will actually be able to pull up an app to show the class and it will likely interest the students to become actively
involved in the lesson. For instance, ABCya is a great app that incorporates solving puzzles, matching,
tracing, connecting the dots, and ordering for many different subject areas. Some of the areas that the
ABCya app works on are letters, numbers, strategy skills, as well as incorporating some fun games.
Apps in the classroom are currently being used to improve academic skills such as sight word fluency, spelling words, and math skills. Apps are available to enrich a student but it will not speed up the
rate at which they learn.
Another great feature of using apps in the classroom is students are encouraged to work together
(collaborate). This is teaching children a lifelong skill of working well with others. Being able to work
productively with others is a skill that students will have to use in their everyday life as a child as well
as an adult in the workforce.
Using apps can also assist a teacher in everyday tasks like assessment. They provide quick, effective tasks and feedback on how the students perform. This will let the teacher know what the students have mastered and what they may need more help with, which aids the teacher to stay organized
as well since everything is in one spot within the app.
Many people frown upon children having screen time, but it can be very valuable for a
child given the correct use of technology. Technology is here to stay and if we monitor what our children
are doing during that time and make it educational then screen time
could become very beneficial.

Reference: University of Phoenix TECH 510 Using apps in the Classroom
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