TINY TALES
TRINITY CHURCH DAY SCHOOL

FEBRUARY, 2019

FROM THE DIRECTORS DESK:
Dear TCDS Families:
Happy February! I truly hope that this month is full of warmth and love for all of you.
January brought us frigid weather outside but warm and exciting times inside here at TCDS! The children have been
learning about the winter season through books, activities, and play. Many classes have learned about Arctic animals
that live in cold places and have discovered how camouflage helps them in their habitat. The 2s classes explored
snow using their senses. And we all got to experience snow and ice first-hand! Such is life during a winter season in
Maryland!
The cold temperatures are expected to stick around this month, so please continue
to send your child to school with hats, mittens, and heavy coats. We understand the
importance of outdoor play, and will try to get to the playground even when it is cold (but
never when it is below freezing). Also, keep an eye out for chapped lips and skin on your
child’s face. We are not permitted to put lip balm or lotion on your child during the school
day, so please moisturize before coming into school.
The Day School had a fantastic January Open House and Registration went
extremely well. We still have some space available for next year, so if you have any friends
or neighbors looking for a preschool family, please send them our way. If you have not
registered yet, and intend to do so, please stop by the office. As a reminder, your last
tuition payment was due February 1. Your child’s placement for next year cannot be finalized until we receive
that payment. Thank you for your cooperation.
On Thursday, February 7, we are excited to offer another Extended Day Music lesson with Ms. Sue. This
integrated lesson, called “Musical Snow”, will involve new songs, parachute games, and so much more fun. The cost
of the afternoon (12-3) is $24. We sent home a permission slip this week, but please find extras on the table by the
office if you need another copy.
Believe it or not, it is time to start thinking about planning for the summer! We have started organizing Trinity’s
Summer Nature Program and are excited to offer this program again this year. We will offer four weeks of our summer
program beginning June 4 through June 29. Each week will be dedicated to a different exciting theme including
Dinosaurs, Under the Sea, Art, and Cooking and Nutrition. Please check out our school’s website,
www.trinitychurchdayschool.com to find a flyer, an application, and even a savings coupon. Paper copies will be
coming home next week for your information. The program is open to the community, but our students will be given
the first opportunity to register. Registration will be open for the Summer Nature Program on March 4.
The Parents’ Club Spring Barn Bash is scheduled for Saturday, March 30 at Grimmel Farms. It will be a
wonderful social event filled with good food, drink, and fabulous auction items. Mark the date on your calendar and
please plan to attend. Tickets will be on sale beginning Feb. 4th in the office at $60 per ticket. This event is expected
to sell out, so please buy your tickets early to ensure you get to join in on the fun!
All of the children will participate in Trinity Church Day School’s “Read To Me” reading incentive program
during the months of March and April. The children will create a bookmark with their teacher at the start of the program
and will receive a gift book at the conclusion. Look for a packet of information about the
reading program to come home at the end of this month.
With winter weather upon us and the cold and flu season in full swing, please refer to
our school handbook for guidelines regarding school policy and illnesses. Additionally, please
note that if your child is diagnosed with a contagious illness such as strep throat or pinkeye,
they may not return to school until they have been on an antibiotic for 24 hours.
Mark your calendar for our annual Grandparent’s Days on March 6 and 7. These
days provide opportunities for Grandparents or special friends to interact with your child in
the classroom. More details will come out later this month about this fun opportunity.
As always if you have any questions or concerns, please stop by the office. Our door
is always open. Stay warm out there!
Take Care,
Chrissy

12400 Manor Road Glen Arm, MD 21057

office@trinitychurchdayschool.com

410-592-7423

FROM OUR RECTOR:
All the silliness aside, taking time to tell those important to us, “I love you,” is a very important spiritual
practice. Not only does it affirm the other, it reminds us that we do not exist for ourselves alone but for
relationship with other people. This may be one of the most important things we teach our children –
to give and receive love.
It also helps that Valentine’s Day (the day for shameless giving and receiving of chocolate) falls smack dab
in the middle of the month. Of course, the stores have had Valentine’s candy out since the day after
Christmas, but that’s a topic for another day. Sweets for our sweets, cutesy cards, hearts and cupids help
boost the spirit.
Sometimes I give thanks that February is the shortest month of the year! Winter can be very depressing by
the time March arrives, so keeping February short helps boost my spirits. I know, spring would arrive the
same number of days into the year regardless of the length of the month of February, but it still helps that
February is so short.
On a different but related note, each year Trinity Church invites the children of our Day School to a special
TCDS Sunday Celebration. The children offer one or more of their chapel songs for the offertory and receive
a special gift. In doing this, the church is reminded of the importance of the Day School and the children
receive a token of our appreciation, our love for them. This year we are trying a new date for TCDS Sunday –
The First Sunday of February, Feb. 3, 10 a.m. As this is Family Sunday, we will keep the service shorter and
“kid friendly” involving the children of our Sunday School in various ways. I hope that you will be able to
attend and bring your TCDS students with you.
Fran+

SHROVE TUESDAY
MARCH 5, 2019
5:00 PM—7:00 PM
(in the church hall)

KEEP COLLECTING!
Our last BoxTops submission was
for 1626 boxtops!
That is $162.60 in FREE MONEY
to Trinity Church Day School

NO SCHOOL
MONDAY, February 18th
In observation of

BRING YOUR WHOLE FAMILY!
(gluten free pancakes and sugar free
syrup will be available)
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MUSIC NOTES
We’ve gotten into the wintry spirit with snowmen and icicle songs! All the classes
learned a poem with hand movements, “The Chubby Little Snowman”; a song, “Snowmen
Riding on a Sled”; and a finger play with body movements, “Five Happy Snowmen on a
Cold Winter’s Day”. Perhaps your child has told you about the “Snowkey Pokey”?
In honor of the Martin Luther King holiday, the 4’s learned a poem about Martin Luther
King and a song, “Freedom, Freedom, Let it Ring”. These students also learned and shared new songs for
Wednesday Chapel.
The 3’s and 4’s classes have started rehearsing songs and dances for our spring musical, “Trinity’s
Musical Calendar”. Stay tuned for more details!
In February, we will be learning songs about Ground Hog’s Day, Valentine’s Day,
and President’s Day. We will also begin preparing songs for Easter Chapel.
Just a reminder for Movement Classes on Friday: To prevent falls, please make
sure your child is wearing appropriate clothing and footwear… no boots or long dresses.
Please see below for two musical events that will be happening in February.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know.
Musically,
Ms. Sue
Sunday, February 3: Trinity students are invited to the Church’s 10 a.m. service. We will be
representing the School and singing two hymns. I invite all the children to come and sing with me!
Thursday, February 7: I will be leading a special musical Extended Day…Musical Snow. We’ll be building a musical snowman with rhythm instrument improvisation, skating with the parachute, and showing off
our creative dance moves with colorful snowflakes, aka scarves! I’m looking forward to a fun afternoon
with many friends. Snow date: Thursday, February 28.
EXTENDED DAY NEWS
Warm up to February’s chill at Extended Day with kind and loving friends and a cup of hot
chocolate. It’s the time of year for flowers, candy and hearts. Come help us spread the love of
Valentine’s Day with sparkling crafts and sweet treats.
Our Valentine’s Day celebration will be held on Thursday, February 14th.
Please plan on joining us. As a reminder, your child may attend Extended Day
any time, not just on their scheduled school day.
Mrs. Vicky,
Ms. Mindy
Ms. Olivia
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR:

TRINITY CHURCH DAY SCHOOL’S ANNUAL

GRANDPARENTS’/SPECIAL FRIENDS’ DAY
Wednesday, March 6th
Thursday, March 7th

Invite your child’s grandparent/friend come spend the
morning with them and see what they do at TCDS!
More info to follow...

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES to our
Trinity friends celebrating birthdays in
February:
Connor Geraghty
Asa Maher
Caroline Schueler
Finley Graczyk
Elliot Ali
Mrs. Jean Carder
Maria Dengler
Kellen Ramsburg
Mrs. Carol Brewer
Benjamin Gregory
Sophia Gunpy
Antonina Kalashnikova-Luby

Let’s go to the movies!
Friday,
Feb. 15th
6:30 pm

Bring your parents and pillows. Wear your jammies if you’d like!
Includes popcorn and drinks. ...and it’s free.

UPDATED 2018-2019 CALENDAR
February

1
3
18

Tuition payment #4 due
TCDS Sunday Service – 10:00 a.m.
Presidents’ Day – TCDS CLOSED

March

6-7
11

Grandparents’ Days
TCDS Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.

April

3
12
13-22
23
24-25
29-30

4’s Field Trip to Goucher’s Arts on Stage
Easter Chapel
Spring Break – TCDS CLOSED
School Reopens
3’s Field Trip to Ladew Gardens
Class Pictures

May

2&3
3
6-7
9-10
13
13
22
24
27

2’s & 3’s Zoomobile Visit
4’s Field Trip to Marshy Point
Hearing & Vision Screening (all 4’s)
Spring Musicals
TCDS Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Conference Day – TCDS CLOSED for students - Extended Day Open 9-3
Last day of Enrichment
Last day of school for students
Memorial Day – TCDS CLOSED

June

3-7
10-14
17-21

Week 1 – Summer Nature Program
Week 2 – Summer Nature Program
Week 3 – Summer Nature Program

Inclement Weather Policy for TCDS
In case of inclement weather, listen for information concerning Baltimore County Public Schools.
If Baltimore County Public Schools are delayed one hour, Trinity Church Day School will open at 10am.
If Baltimore County Public Schools are delayed two hours, Trinity Church Day School will open at 11 am and conclude
at 1pm for our morning session. If Baltimore County Public School System is closed due to inclement weather, Trinity
Church Day School will close as well. If Baltimore County Schools must close during the day due to inclement weather, the
afternoon session and Extended Day will close at noon. Children should be picked up as soon as possible. If Trinity Church
Day School is closed for more than 10 days due to inclement weather we will make up days as follows:
April 15, 16 & 17, 2019.

TCDS’ ILLNESS POLICY
If your child is sent home or stays home with a fever
or vomiting, please do not send your child back to school
until he/she is without fever or vomiting for at least 24
hours. If your child is diagnosed with a contagious illness
such as strep throat or
pinkeye, please be aware that your child may not return to
school until they have been on an antibiotic for at least 24
hours. Additionally, if your child has a cold with cough and
running nose, please use sound judgment about not sending
them back to school too soon.

Illness During School Hours
Please check your child each morning before bringing him/her
to school You will be called to pick up your child immediately
should your child:
* Have a temperature of over 100 degrees
* Have vomiting or diarrhea
* Have unidentified spots
* Show signs of conjunctivitis (pink eye)
* Be uncomfortable in the extreme (i.e. sore throat,
stomach ache, or ear ache
* Have yellow/green nasal discharge
Your child and the parents of other children in our programs
will appreciate your consideration. Thank you.

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS
Trinity Barn Bash:
Thanks to everyone who came out to the planning meeting on January 30th! As we get closer to our
event, we need your help more than ever in soliciting businesses and getting experiences and other
silent auction items. If you can help in any way, please email TCDSPCPresident@gmail.com .
We’ll need help on Friday, March 29 with set up and again on Sunday March
31st with breakdown, so please be on the lookout for a sign up for those dates.
Should you need a donation form, they’re located in the front office or can be
obtained through email.
Order forms will go home next week and TICKETS will be available for
purchase in the office. Your $60 (per person) donation gets you dinner, dessert,
an open bar (beer and wine), a silent auction, DJ, 50/50 boards, wine toss, and
more! As this event will take place at Grimmel Farms this year, tickets will sell
out. Get your order forms in ASAP to secure your spot in this fun evening!
A separate email will go out shortly to all room parents about class baskets.
Hershey Park tickets ar e cur r ently on sale and all or der for ms ar e due by Febr uar y 28, 2019.
Talk to friends and family and get a jump on planning for those summer day trips! The tickets are
good for all ages, making them a great savings at 45% off! Please contact Kristen Callihan at
kristen040281@yahoo.com with any questions.
Recap:
Hershey Park – tickets for the 2019 season are currently for sale and due by February 28, 2019.
Trinity Barn Bash – Saturday March 30, 2019 from 6-10pm. Tickets go on sale Monday Feb. 4th for
$60 per person. Silent auction experiences and general help are needed.
Box Tops – donation box located in the lobby and can dropped off at any time. They do not have be
on the sheets that are sent home, but please check to make sure they are reasonably trimmed and are
not expired. This is a year-long fundraiser
Restaurant night – be on the lookout for more info on our Spring Restaurant Night.
We hope everyone is having a safe winter and we look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events!
Cari Santiago, Parents’ Club President (TCDSPCPresident@gmail.com)
Colleen Castle, Parents’ Club Vice-President
Sarah Ali, Parents’ Club Treasurer

Center Time: Playing Again???
By: Nicole Kase

When you walk into a classroom and see all the children in different centers around the room you may only think that they
are enjoying some carefree play time. But you will notice, by taking a closer look, it is so much more than that! The
children are incorporating new skills that they are learning each day into their interactions with other students. You may
see a family interacting at the table in housekeeping developing their conversation skills, they may be developing their fine
motor skills by painting in the art center or observing what happens to an apple in different environments in the science
center.
There are many benefits of Learning Centers. They give children clear choices throughout their day. Children can look at
the different centers options for that day and choose where they would like to play. This selection process helps to
develop the children’s independence and decision-making skills by making daily choices on their own. Each child should
not be in every learning center every day or going to the same center every time, day after day. They should be given the
option to be able to visit them at least once a week.
One of the ideal goals is for children to investigate, manipulate and/or interact with the objects and each other within each
center. Each center should have many hands-on learning opportunities. Learning Centers help children develop social
skills and responsibility (taking care of things…and people). While playing in the center, they are interacting with others,
as well as taking responsibility by taking care of the things within that center and cleaning up for the next person to visit
that center.
Learning Centers are also a great way to integrate a variety of activities based on the theme of the week/month. Centers
serve to enrich and extend learning. For example, if the teacher is discussing different community workers, they could
incorporate different costumes in the housekeeping center for the students to wear and act like that community worker. In
the reading center, the teacher could have books about those community workers for the kids to look through. Reading/
Quiet Center also encourages/develops solitary play which is an important skill for all children to learn.
In the housekeeping center children can use all of their senses and act out real life skills with other children in their class.
When dressing up, the children can further develop their fine motor skills through zipping, buttoning, and tying clothing.
Learning Centers each provide learning for more than one developmental stage at the same time. As teachers, we can fill
the centers with many different materials to help children at all stages of development without drawing attention to the
developmental stage of that child.
Children love to play! Playing is a great way for them to learn……it is often referred to as Children’s Work. When they are
involved with other children in a center, they often do not realize that they are learning. The next time you walk into your
child’s classroom, take a closer look at what is going on within the centers and witness all of the learning they are doing!
Reference:
Learning Centers by Maxine Edwards Cornwell (Care Courses)
Child Oriented Space (SmartHorizons0

